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John La Rose, Give me your impressions of the possibilities of 
self determination within society or for the individual. 


° I was interested in the subject of this conference, Self 
determination and power / because there is a limit to self 
determination; determined by genetic inheritance, by geographic 

inheritance and social inheritance. In other words we are not 

0 

volunteerists in the sense that we can do what we like with 

ourselves, because ourselves b a c a -tne t h-e — bo nd the g e j^U3^3 w e 

inherit^ ^d&p-afvd 3 ^ »^/| geography which we have come/1 the way our 

bodies have been located, and the social context of that 
location. So that is the first point I wish to make. But it is 
important to see what self de t ermi na t ion^me a n s in this sense^ fUjr 
Self determination means that there is an extent to which the 
individual would like to change his c i r c urns t a nee s, n4^d- sometimes 

/ X 

iJrat, Xfk those c ir c urns t a nee s the individual has to 'in some way 

y'c Q~> CiS p<^T • 

conceive to what RousoC?) called 'the general will'. That is to 


say he cannot act by himself to change things 


concert with others 


» 4 


7 




must act in 


nd because of that^ it means that for that 


collective action to take place and be . c ^J r&e d u p on, there is a 
serious implication that individual self determination, of the 


kind romantics talk about, does not exist in a real sense,^ has a 
tremendous limitation to it. And that collective action has been 
part of human existence for quite a long historical period. 


^^F-arfsl- — p'O'i.-pt - Going from that, JxJ^what extent are t h_q. constraints 

cyT' 

an self deter mi n a J^i_OJV?' To what extent can/^Lft^ be overcome by 
the indi v idua 1„ ckS^p-ti — ifhi.nk? Do you think it is possible without 


changing the structures themselves? 


/ 






Without entering into an organization I thinK one of the crisis 
that many people find themselves in today is that they do not 
feel as individuals that they can do anything to change things,, 
they sit at home and feel very depressed; and the way in 
which people are going to change things, in other words to reach 
any individual self determination, is that you have to do 
something in an organized way with other peoples with whom you 

a 

are in social relation, fefifcd >o the whole question of self 
determination is a collective thing, ,1-^me^n Usually when we talk 
about self determination I think we are talking about national 
self determination, a&tdr The implication of that is that it is a 
collective act and so, I mean, I share very much John's point of 
view that it is a romantic idea to think that an individual can 
reach a position of self determination in the sort of society we 
live in. It's a nonsense really. 


s ther\ any specific points we could taj^k abjDU.t today. 


( 


' l 

Q ^ is there any particular aspect of what Johnson has been saying 


you want to be done to it? 


*> 


Ciw) 1 H p 1 


inOLcf 



I didn't want to talk about Chomsky, what I was interested in was 


possibilities for people to combine with other people to take 

CJ Lu-vwt/wi ftiAV' 

action for v circumstances. And I am particularly 

interested in what people in Scotland can do that can strengthen 
what people like me are trying to do in London to change our 

o aM 

circumstances. One of the things I picked up from being at the 
conference is that people appear^,to have a feeling that they 
can't do things, which seems to be something to do with the 
dominance of the Labour party and some of -L-tLe C 


People feel that these 


3 f the Communist p 
av/e failed. At tht 
they cannot do th 
d in how we can ha 
ures. One of the 
ias something about 
do all these little 
: t he media . And I 
jld 

what can we d 
we are doing to ours 
it is not difficult 
this and it is av/a 
re available and wor 
op 1 e in the society. 


> 'revolution taking e 
2an you imagine the e 
zolution had taken pi 


y • 

ame time they are not Tories 
s outside their structures and I 
a sensitive outside 

ngs that somebody said at the 
e of the discussion groups I was 
hings where we don't get any 
very interested in the fact 
n which it was given and just 
to circulate the information 
jq s and other people, and in the 
r u to do it. For example you 
»bl ■ to ordinary people. 
)rc.;Ssors are available to 


ct in Romania on our television 
ct their would have been if the 
on our television screens. 


we are genuinely int. 
bout the past lecture 
we expect those past 
em ourselves 

terested in People's i 
.he people on the grour 
get on with that and n 
3 are doing the 


sted in change and generally 
n which Chomsky was saying that 
ctures to give us a platform to 
Sc that's one of the things I 
ividual struggles where they 
is a big agent for change and 
be dominated by what existing 
di s sa t i sf ied . 






A?> .. .. . rame UD in the education workshop 

' I think another question that came up in 


yesterday, which had quite a lot of d i sou s siory wa s the way in 
which organizations like the Black Parents Movement have really 


opened up the nat 


t ional^qjjilt ?in Britain^in a way which has really 


forced everyone to take it in very different and serious ways fa) 
I know your contribution yesterday was really quite an important 

one . 




0 - 


When you be 2 in to struaale within a society you have to examine 
that society in ways^S you didn't need to examine it before. 
I knew British society as a person livina in the 
Caribbean; Throu 2 h studying English history and studying 
European history, European culture, novels, writers, bl*lacic* 


and so on. But living in a society where you 1 1*0* got to combine ^ j 


with others to change your life and other peoples lives along 


with yours, which is what self determination means to me^meant )*, 
that you had to take a much more detailed examination of this 
context of your actions. Given that, in 1976 just af^er we 


Jr 


formed the black parents movement at one of the me etings^ejad^ 
in fighting the police^ was called a 22 ca ^J/* n eF “ 

said to the small audience of some 100 peop 1 e^mos t ly black^Look, 
Britain is a socie t y^>a-iP na t iona 1 i t ie s and ethnic groups, is no, 
what we think it is. There are the English, the Welsh, the Scots 




/and there are us, the West Indians, the Greeks, the Asians,^ 
the Pakistani's and Indians. Now within all these ^oup^there 
is an internal battle taking place which is ca 1 1 ed ou 1 1 ur a 1 

Now within that we have got to form alliances. Given 


that we understand what Scottish nationalism means, what Welsh 


nationalism means, what Irish nationalism means, 


j^nd 


got 


to know something else, which I will be talking about this 


-(-tuA 


evening. 



C\aJI 


y 

J 

$ 




Si X> a nationalist oe**fcfcryl\the revolutionary 

^ OamJL.WH- C*t< ' A 

na t iona 1 i s t s -\UsQd_ep he conservative bourgeois nationalists, rand 

I l\ ^ f 

the conservative bourgeois nationalists in the formation of jT^a^or . 

, IXCaX 1 ^ 

states UActD TDn 

£/ \J£D. 

the formation of itj^^ co 1 on ia 1^ opp re s s i ve states. Given 
those circumstances, if we understand that* the Kind of i 

^\A ? ^ / 

combination we ca 'n make in British society^ means we \J 
stand the extent of language oppression ythe extant of cultural 
oppression and of economic oppression ^ It is that that has 
opened up this question^ in the way we have raised it, in British 
society. Because in doing that, the question of our language, 

West Indian Creol language or t heK forma trion language/ Roxy 

k*A tvM H-et^ .boob < 1 

teaches, researches on that - h e- about that amd jywITlL L L en* 


? 

5 


f 

J 


O 


Now, it meant that what's happened to the Welsh 

1 


--booke aboujt_JL-t 

and Welsh language? what's happened to the Scotsjand Scottish 
language? what's happened to the Irish\a)nd the Celtic languages? 
What has happened to them? in terms of the cultural revival of 
these societies^ developing u.-XtX’l CCjOM^ Carmichael was talking 


7 


r> 

V 






about todays those myths of creation which are products of the 
imagination^’ Because myths are dreams, are ideas of how we have 

L — ^ xi 

come into existence and how our existence can be changed I | 

p<yy~7t j 

our dreamlife, i t ^ f)S not our actual life, but that 
dreamlife is absolutely important to the 

of people as to what they r -a a 1-1 -y want for themselves both 
now and in the future. So given^ that the suppression of myths of 
creation and the fact w-e- have not been ^ &&& growing 

literary consciousness become a suppression of power within these 
societies have really led to the suppression of the imagination. 
Not only the cultural imagination but political imagination as 
well^nd given those circumstances it means that they were looked 


h 




V^- ^- 3 that we have 

upon as- suspicion; as inferior, as but, 

to reconsider and recreate and recover as part of the need that ( - 

the new Kind of i nd i v i dua^ ^con sciou sne s s and common 

aspiration . 

^OW you were maKing the point about what Katp Carmichael said 

7 

about tying it up. ^ 

^nfof the points that John was maKing about language, I mean I 
thinK that anyone who comes to Glasgow will find that people on 
the streets are speaKing a different language than what you see ' - 

on^elevision screens, Ln a way that is the medium of 

conversation and exchange of ideas among a vast number of people 
in Scot land,- yeVit hasn't got the r ecogn i t ion J**-* , I -an I 
understand that there are Kind of society's for the return of the 
£ae lic language but Sco t s-Eng 1 i sh has also got an important role 
to play because it seems to me to be an important language of 
communication too. 

6U there are societies for that, they tend to concentrate on 
"historical versions of it rather than the spoKen vernacular as it 
is most vibrant and exists particularly in Glasgow and the west 

of Scotland 

'th. .itoatioo 1- London wh.r., for •"•“d 1 *- ln ll ’* 

authority, doing .or..,, of tan,..,.. ..oK.n », 
pupil., they iO.htlfl.d that th.r. .... .03 Oiff.r.-t ho.. 

— • rr:v 

Now the possibility John / £ ecow/ ts-e 
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kb y 

opportunity for unity.') #£ you take what I regard as the correct 
line on that, which islthe point of unity is to sit down with a 
group of young people and to actually acknowledge factually that 
standard English which is the language wh-iTch they are supposed to 

tfo all ©pfiW- c\\\ ©f 

h literacy/ or their education in, and which 

A ^ 

has national recognition and status. is not norma] 

y 

evidently those normal^ §)o part of schooling thefp 

Vii L ttV c W^ro<? 

becomes 'what is this language which I am expected to do my 


$ 


b e 






3 


literary skills in and is for my exams and writing things down'? 
How «i-a, it come to be the language of power? Why is it the 


£ 

V 

3 

o 

should be part of the normal curriculum foxy' school s . ^ If you are i>*Q, 

in the Scottish context it would be a different access because in QdSOd 4 


q n ? 

language of power. What is my own language, and how does it work, 

q l| no tv 


London you have all those varieties. Sut I still believe from my 
experience of Scotland that it is the case that an overwhelming 

mass of Scottish people do not naturally speak standard English 

, ^dictTKJ . 

as their natural first l^bock "»f v a r i e 1 1 language,, ^nd to behave 
as if there is just English and that just reading and writing is 

IT* J 

part of the cultural oppression ~Ua«a-t acknowledging the real 
language of peop le~ w^^h their natural first languages is^actually. 


$ 


o 


a point of unity between different groups,] because we can all* 

/ ^t andard . English can still exist 
but it has to have its place as being a language of a certain 

1 k(X2> 

utility which everybody can have access to but everybody 




4^a?ye their own language apart from that and yve other languages 

|\s&d \o b{? Li *> 

^studied . If you take Scot's language^ people need to k n ow how 


7 

does it sound, how does it operate? 






\ i v f \ f * 

say hoose N we .don ' t say house, and we say moose,, it a consistent 

\K fyL f ) / U^u\ Wom J 

pattern* does the grammar work*, in Scot's language? Anybody 

f n ^ c i 

passing through a school in Scotland should know that. 


'C-iiluv'' c/cftc fd 



7 


weM 

Just as in London ^ wi iMe u t 


i\ 


jjL/Jc pue-y>L t*\ °) 

Carribean family, say 

wt- H ^ 


their family come -from Jamaica f) should Know 

(c\) V<3 [XC^Asi^a^^ °0 

they should know,- &y family come from Jamaica, we use the 

Jamaican language, this is how its sound system works, it's 

°^UL 

grammar, [ the words we use that are not in the standard English 

i f i\M if5 o- 

dictionary) /j)id y^yshould know t ha± — i-t— i~s part of 

schooling, ^'nd in that self-confidence it encourages people to 
take on other things in society, like, I_ can write books about mv 

XAa if ij Svpp lu^i^r 

experience using my language. '^It may not be ~fcA-e but it 

^ ^' < < 7 T r ^^v a ctt-ffl I f) ) 

ctlioa^ i cc I 3 ^X 3 ^ 

clients used to say, you know, ’’the policeman hit cro-t ” . 





Po£i- \ t2_ t „ 

U ' f W b< * ttC 


T 


^JcmJ 


\jUe i' 


3 LcUv i- 1 5 

]^ha-t--^Ls/ interesting about all of this.is th e p ersistence of 

j j'x oj~~ J 

language, d£ja$rfr-t e what the BBC has done^and the newspapers have 

■fell J j/ 

done CEfifferent kindW^of news j\ a variety of newspapers.^ 


7 

persistence of speech patterns as cultural valid statements 


continues within our societies, 
the Soviet Union 


*L 


It doesn't matter whether it. 3^- 

has been attempted.^ jfp -5 ( Ul\\ 

' /;v 

extent t_ Kggsfa ^ anglification has been ajz the colonies -■ &pp& 

ir -—You-— ' 7 

tyagga-l ' d o e s n ' t matter because we/.c^j^u are part of the colonisation 

of- 

of Britain. The Scat's are part the colonisation of Britain. The 
Welsh are part of the colonisation of Britain. The Irish are 


part of the colonisation of Britain... 


in 


colonisation there are always 


(TlT/s Tmb 

: rht'i d An c ^ nonn 1 a t 


processes of 


people who, for one 


reason or another are prepared to commit themselves to the power 


that exist s^ for any number of reasons. But that is not the 

fundamental issue. The fundamental issue is that the very 

•7 


process means(transculturatian . It means that cultures relate to 
each other in one way or another . I am not saying aculturation I 

q C u fpJ ■ 4 ^/wir c 


am saying transcul turation , as cultures relate to each other in 
one way or another and they must have acceptable relationships , 
that is what I mean by t ran scu 1 t ura t ion . 


I'n terestingly enough another discussion that took place yesterday 
on terms of political action I think we have a basis for unity^ 

of I 

out of .con-cep t ion because^ for example, when you talk of black 

CuyA 0 W 

people in British society, we were saying yesterday - /John was 
sayingA John La Rose was saying and Iain was saying that we have 

fV (A£&r 

to deal with the. question^ * have to deal with the question of 
the white working class in order to achieve OjJr liberation. One 
of the things that we have to acknowledge is that actually it 
isn't just black people and wh,ite people, it isn't even just the 

as?** 

black working class and the white working class, as separatel^that 

actually that inside the 


we have to acknowledge exist, but it 




same person there is a mixture of these things. For example, in 


London you will get a black person whqse family, like mine's <$(A 
come from Africa or Carribbean» ( 


L 


3 u t as a result of 
growing up in British society we are a comb ina t ion * a s 
individuals, we are combination people, so in London there are 
black people who have totally grown up in London who are part of 
the London working class, who say for example use London language 

naturally, Jamaican language naturally as in one person. So in 

y-LbL vJVAV-l**:. 

fact they overlap "bl-ac k people they grew up with. They 

-f'kZr 

have black Carribbean bit of themselves, but they also have 

£ke London working class bit which is almost identical with a 

Ppr~\Mj 

white person who tx£E^=gas^wn up in London in the same area, went to 


the same school, lived in the same estate. And I have been 
interested for example to do in a place like Glasgow, to see 

sometimes interviews with Pakistani people and Chinese people who 


<7 


c 


up in Glasgow^and t-h«£: 

; Xt\ncr^j 


/q L viH- 

Cy t A 

Ef at first 


w ©'t' a brought 

it is a shock^ you know/to see b/tfS * /\ '/VHXcl dC'CUk.l 0 j awl they 

in a Glaswegian wayj*«nd when that possibility exists^to say 

f '7 

'what is it about titfc that is the same, that we combine on,? and what 
is it that is distinctive about us^ ,aind part of the s e 1 f • - 
.©-x-a^ad^AjaJLd^ is to allow other people to express what is 
distinctive about themselves out of their own traditions, as we 

fM 1 

as well as combining with them in areas of common interest. jthat > 

& something l'>ewe got out of coming to this conference,' T think 

V ^ 

i t ) basis for real unsentimental^ self interested action to 

change society. 


V -flu K,k 




cu^ <* tCU 




One more thing I want, to say - - people 


structures in societ3|rgrs and how things change. 
things they never take into consideration is the fact that all 
fundamental change takes place on the basis of mass popular 


movementsj^nd the moment of those mass popular movements* You 

-M/'O L<y7=»<-'vV"' 

don't need party to do it, you don't need a communist 

party to do it, you don't need a whatever party to do it. These 
mass popular movements are 

what impels s j^u.ele-f ^4-s and therefore if you believe that that is a j . 

historical possibility, ^nd going through history we can 

_1 . I 

see that that has been the case^ ia# l me n t ionot^t he charta-£'i, movement 

yesterday. And it really combines h i s t or ica i n common 

lu/oA: )' A^c<9 6c 1 /// ^ 

with f\ Britain has rf^fr n with the slave 

ZL 

revolts taking place in the fern pire, in the Carribbean^that 

^ ^<2in~cr0\ 

particular moment, almost the same historical f-e-e-Li-ng . Yes? Now 

t\ 


the point abou t 


that impel change make the new 


constitutional structures, make the new social structures, and 

Aro L\u^ 

that given that we have Sjfcp t confidence that in self determination 


we are creating popular movements in the variety of conflicts , 
cultural, social and so on/ ^nd that that is much more 

fundamental than believing that the Labour party will do it. I 


spoke at a conference in Manchester recently and said people must 
have hope, that^f? fundamental to change, jhfspe is fundamental to 

change. But there^jfs no poin.t hoping that the Labour party will 

CUl^i 9 A / 7 

do it for us.; T! are three serious obstacles to that. The 
first is the confederation of British industry the CBI, the 
second is the city* gJ,crtral a^rtT^|lobal finance/ ^nd the third, 

not unimportant is the United States. Britain has behaved more 
and more as a s v^~4e t of the United States. So any government in 
Britain, whether it is Conservative or Labour,, f ace s that serious ; 
dif ficultU transformat ion£. Now given the historical 


constitutional context in which party, politics, 

| L A , <Xk 

works. It is not that u/WW cJUX L-*) cMud f t h e popular movements.-^ 

GkCould I ask you if you want to comment on the keynotes speech 
from the conference. Chomsky's keynote speech. 






I found that a lot of the things that Chomsky was saying were 

WT 

very interesting. He concentrated on how those who have power 
keep 'power^irT the means by which they do it, and that as an 
exercise was very interesting and some of what he said was said 
very elegantly^ fe>ut, the thing which I think that I would be 
much more interested in^ is the means of resistance and the means 
by which the kind of popular movements that John has been talking 
about 1 3 &=&h come into existence ,|\they gain power^and the kind 

of changes that they bring about. And in a way what I think was 


missing from the keynote speech was any developed conception of 



not how those who have power keep it, but how those who don't have 
power get i t . / Sb this conference is about not just^jse 


If 


determination, but also about power and how to get it and in a 

cA 

sense the f u nc t ionyj r o 1 e of people like Chomsky, is really, I see 


it a 


CiO 




n y h o w j - ^ 


if you like stealing 


wfeh 


intellectual ground from the 


people who rule, the -bbiA- run society.and challenging 

their justifications for the way that they are r But the 

much more important task^is to actually map out the -p-a-r-trs o f 
resistance which have already been cfne-p-p-e-d and which we are going 
to have to work on in future. And I think that's what for me was 
a bit of a disappointment that the keynote speech didn't deal 


with that 


hat ^nd 


that's what I think^needs to come out of the 


4? 


conference. And I like particularly, I mean, in terms of 

• _ w . . 

concrete suggestions, this was something, there was this morning 
John made an intervention in which he said that he felt one of 
the most oppresive institutions up and down the land was schools, 

ev| \x)^i 

and what we really need ^ to do i^s to start a movement to make 

schools more democratic. 4 nd indicated that that movement had to 

* 

be based upon first and foremost students. And that i-s— t-h-e point 
that we made in the report which we did Murder in the playground 

„ Cu <1 

on the enquiry in Manchester. It also- echoed I think a 

discussion which we had last night-^in the education field, where 
the whole business of religious education and religious bigotry 
in terms of education/ eventually produced a very lively 

discussion in the Scottish context wi irti — fe-h-i-s i-^Ete^err sense |Wh^p+r we 

ftb'pfL talking about anti-racism in England which is very important 

ij ^)6AJ Vwr^s^ I v 

and you got lot of estates in Glasgow^ &i ds are coming 

home and asking their mother what is f enian bastard because 
that's what I got called at school today / and that's not been 
dealt with. So I think that whole business of democra t i sa t ion of 



schools and dealing with bigotry and so forth is important, a^f 
personally I am for all education being secular. 

A- <*y 

I want to pick up >Ke point that Iain was making aboutthe 

Q(y W />— ' V-e^> , 

Chomsky thing about Hr&^ fewu to get cX-4 ^ i and the fact 

^4^ S M ' x 

that he talked about *=fr=e— power and how they keep power^|id 

I wanted to mention something that happened in my own experience 

that inspired me. In the sixties one of the things I remember 

wsaas was this a n a ly s i s, t h| St y pe of analysis that Chomsky didp 

creates a feeling of, although you wj aa rfr d recognize it I think 

<Xs a v/ery acuta analysis^ it tends to demobilise you. because you 

t hink, we 1 1 if these people are so powerful what can ordinary 

I ) r: nv- MoO CCvJ lr l^kct bcxKS Cfr 



I— re mem t 


kids who can'-t — p-each h i s_ level o-f 

CM) 


o^ d o wijLh s a — man y^jD o o 

JSi'/ & t 

11 B-trt in the sixties 



they had^^. 


with the Portugese colonies and how 


^11 

(j C_CmXJ> 'fOV 


arrogant they were with their massive military force, in dealing ' - v 

‘ g i{ ^ aL ; MP 0 c f^ 


yqjBL civ 


Q — ' _ __ 

with pg p gg n f societies I — l=ve«pe--^i^FS^ — b^e-sjnde Mozambique and Angola 

[]jnA dSLCl^zc? 

I mean these guys & t^gg^sTe a liberation movement, I 

" ‘ "^^Te and O, \ 

CY -;f, asm 


mean what can they do ? 



s illiterate peasants. 

there are very small numbers of them, but those illiterate 
peasants were able to defeat a nato power^and cause a revolution 

fs JO*~J 

in Portugul. B - u - fc - if you 1 i v e,jif> through that it inspires you 
to know that anything is possible* If you faith in 

people's capacity to combine together in their own interest^ito 

pyv im p 


^CaV 


get rid of their present s i t ua t iontralnd in the discussion 


lArl 


fa 


yesterday I was trying to, s^raw^peop le experiences cH= — s-u b u p -b s 

U-rf^ /l 


in London had^bfack struggles, and how^starting from 

small groups c^f people trying to fight against j' ^ ^ ^ 1 ^ v 

oppresion of/jthe Police "" happening in the 


& 

W 

schools. Over say a 10 to 15 year period we arrived at a 


situation where there were uprisings in every British city in 


1981. But people in the discussion group were talking and I was 

aM avt-ua/ 

asking questions? what about these estates a&JL rajaffd Glasgow 
where the expression and poverty is incredible, I mean^ worse than 
black people had in London and yet there seems to be a pacivity 
in fighting^and people say oh! you know, there is no point in 

think they calijit. But I think^it is there that battles can 
r** * 

take place, .around, rfrtna-h around the big ideas that we were 
talking about in. the conference about how we change the whole of 
society. But as we did in our situation, what is the daily 

j k cv — c/ ( 

oppression that our people are facing and lA~ t7 ^ a — p - 1 a e -a., 

^the schools. In Glasgow it maybe is the Police, Social 

\ » ±i 

Security, bW\ w?h^w=^e Easterhouse is or something. So 

that is where political activists should b e. ; supporting those 
people to fight, not doing it for them } but combining with them to 
do it. 


cu^cA 


yi^Jr 


Lthink there fk another point on thatyis the process in 


XA V Wlt hink there 

demobilisation which is taking place. First of all, the 
political parties are largely responsible because they say to 
people 'don't worry organizing yourselves, rely on us, we'll do 


it for you'. And secondly, which I think, I don't know how far 
that sa+ve-nvQ--ha.s d-e-vue-I-Q-p^Lid !-**£=©- Scotland, but in England t h e w 

~ 1 -jecr ^ 

process of grants, voluntary organisation 



but m Engla 
ns ^jj^rojects^ 


who get all 


this money from either urban aid or from local authority grants, 
where instead of being independant autonomous organisations they^J.< 
•always looking over their shoulder to see when the granJLrr_. 


giving body is approving what they are actually doing Jand so the 
reference point for the organization instead of being on the 


needs o-P the organization and the people who are part of it in 
the local communi ty, V^ e reference point becomes the council 
chamber and the councillors^ who i you Know you might want to a 
particular councillor you Know, 'piss off, you are in the way, 
you've got nothing to suggest' but you Know JLhat next week you 
are going to have to get him to support xia \ i . r-a -n p-w/ th e renewal of 

Cz? Firth 

your grant. ( and that means that you got people jy a vs ' t of (\ 

it creates a group of people who go from one voluntary 
organization to another^ where the reference points become the 
community association, the tenants association thatl$L# paid for 

1 ctiO Ou-Jrrtj 

by the council, land there is a sort of circulation of people 

l £ * * 

3 Athere is no ind< 

o^X 

I thinK that is a sericus^critical problem that we face in 
community organization. JL affrnrroT sejy-i^vg^ beaa-u-s'e I thinK there 
may be similar problems with relation to workplace organization 
with developments that have taken place with the trade unions 


— i_a . J- u/Cw^t" i c ' 


t make a point here. We have always stood up against the 

incorporation of the blacK struggles into the CRC ' s , the 

Sow 


B^maLi-t-i-S-e Relations Councils. 8 e f OTe ~we'-~o-©mm-e net ' the 1 1 

as °i 

Relations Councils -%&e- Kind of colonial office fel3^-t the blacK 
in Britain^ ^sfn d therefore we b opposed to it 
politically, theoretically and still are opposed. And therefore 
we have d-t-1 — t-h-i-a- suggest a n ^ put "forward the -radioal position .*> 

there has to be independent, autonomous, radical and 
revolutionary blacK political action n i ynjj h r ¥ ~ to be 
independent, autonomous radical revolutionary, white or other 
groups of political action. Without that there is no way you can 


change your circumstances or change the society. 


Now what Roxy says is important, what Iain says is important 


1* 


; 


ecause I remember the w2~ I mean, I Knew the 

whole of London by the Police stations and the courts we went to 


all over the place, and organizing cases. For us a political case 

foU+fco 

was not a p _o IviJnsrcra 1 who h-a-v^e had a case and therefore we were 
supporting the pjoJ-L^L^apl in court. i — f org o t trH-e — cas e . 

A 

T - h e political case was a*norginization politically around the 
everydayness of oppression, fundamental^ the everydayness of 
oppression , and political organization around the everydayness of 

fvjouj !¥& Isdi 

oppression. Q- f — 4- with all those battles from about ^ 


1 960 ' s , 1970's.^right back to the 1980's eventually to the 

intervention that we were able to make in 1980 .®-*^-' iCst* 

sort °f radioed 

Action Committee. We were the most advanced because of the 

3 OS rflcn^ ke, cause of fU_ tux l of q eft u< l\«U , 


do with CRC's$- 
forma t ion 


we had taken* Nothing to do with councils ,* /Nothing to 

/U 


thing to do with the Labour Party* pf) #/ t h e 


the N e wC^ A~t and the intervention we were able to 

make along with thousands of others eventually round the country 

vKavTi clay of 

the black y-' j /j action ^with 20,000 people in the streets for 
seven hours. And eventually t he / mi n i s t r y^of Merseyside by 
Heseltine and Heseltine making the point in the Conservative 
Party Conference rapid formation of^black 

just to hold down the situation. But it is important to 
recognize that so far no study has been done to show to what 
extent what took place in London between March 2nd and April 


d the countpy^how widespread that^was. Social research 

Ce'OcC/U 'W ^ Bui 

c o .n.o g> p - e s itself with t h a t , c t-h-ert I know through some pure 


St 


personal experience that something happened in Edinburgh. 

Xav: 

And something happened in Dundee. 


(Un<.y) ^ok-ufJu.'L^ luopjfH^xi 




Q'ief 



-hcjrpperhs-d — jrr r- Bundc -e^ 


And I went on holiday during 


that period^I went on holiday with my wife and child to a small 
village in Devon and discovered that there had been am arising in 
that small village in Devon also. So so far social research has 
not yet told us . the extent to which MIS knows ^and the Special 

Branch knows what happened around the country which made Thatcher 

? 

speechless for the first time at that particular moment. Now it 


is that 




we mean by self de t ermina t ion ; j4nd the combination 




which takes place for the general w-laXm . ^ ^lo change situations 
both for individuals and / ) , f&jp- individuals combine^ re — j c v 'rv y n 

societies. Now I think that the points that have been made here 
as well as at the conference shows — y^u that it is quite possible 


in Scotland as it is possible elsewhere in the country to'U*#- such 
individual self determination and combined self determination and 
we believe that given that possibility this conference will have 
served a very important purpose. 

Could I just add, i really taking up the point that John's 
making that people haven't examined the various rebellions that 

n o 

took place in 198'le'or the extent of them^, because there is also a 
popular myth put about that they were rebellions of black 

youth^/^nd again we know from our experience that that was rvo t so, 


they were popular rebellions of black and white youth A-si-an 

youth in city after city after city. And the idea that they 
would all combine together which they did in certain instances, 

HW cf- 

s oroken up. 


I1U L bU , J 

Jfyy.cf 




before the thing was 


It really brings me to the point 


which I think is an important one which is, u-h - a- t what 

, 

intellectuals can and should be'jbecause it seems to me that it'.VL-S 7 
important that the kind of things t Chomsky is doing that 


people like he continue to do 


1 V 


d I am not against that, but 


/ 7 


what is needed is for other people who have the time to do the 
Kind of research into what actually took place in 1981, what 
patterns of organization and what the patterns of resistance were, 
and not leave it as something which remains in the archives of 
Scotland Yard or whoever collects that sort of inf orma t ion^if in 
fact they do collect it, which,we don't even, Know for certain* i 

$1 a M Gv*A 

And we ought to be/inv- jiCt* ■ struggles all over the place which 


get lost because people at universities and so forth are looking 
at the means of retaining power not at the means of resisting it 
and gaining power for working class communities. Populist games \i\ 


powe 


r, that's what used to be studied. 
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